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Nuuk Declaration

9-n 2l J_une - 2 July 2010 in Nuuk, Greenland, lnuit of Alaska, Ganada, Greenland, and
Chukotka on the occasion of the llth General Assembly andthe 30s anniversary of the
founding of the lnuit Gircumpolar Council (lGC), and in the context of the Assemfily theme,

Inoqatigiinneg - Sharing Lile

Remembering that the respectful sharing of resources, culture, and tife itself with others is a
fundamental principle of being lnuit, and is the fabric that holds us together as one people across four
counfies;

Recalling the first lnuit Circumpolar Conference (lCC) in Alaska in'lgl7 in which Eben Hopson, Sr.
invited lnuit from across the Arctic to share regional experiences, celebrate the unity of lnuit, and to
commit to collective intemational action;

Rernembering that the interim ICC executive commiftee members committed at that time to
formulating the vision and drafting the ICC charter and by-laws, with the aim of formally adopting
thern, and Looking Back thirty years at the formal inauguration of lCC, which happen6d neie in-Nuut
in 1980;

Looking Forward to thirty more years of successful collaboration based upon the original guidance of
lnuit gatlered in previous Assemblies, and upon the lessons leamed, experiences shared,lnd
knowledge gained over the last three decades:

Understanding the unique status and reputation of ICC as an lndigenous Peoples'Organization (lpO)
at home and abroad;

Recognizing the important contributions made by ICC's outgoing Chair and mernbers of its Executive
Council since 0re tenth GeneralAssemHy;

Giving Full Support to the newly-elec'td ICC Chair and Executive Council and Thanking them for
their commitment to promote Inuit as one people intemationalty and promising to take on their roles
diligently;

Knowing the importancg of engaging lnuit children and youth directly in the work of lCC, as they are
the key to a sustainable ftrture;

Gelelrating the historic adoption by the United Nations General Assembly in2Oe7 of the UN
Declarationoqthe Rtghfs of lndigenousPeopleswhich, among otherthings, affirmsthatallpeoples
contribute to the diversity and richness of civilizations and cultures, that inOigenous peoples'stroutO Oe
free from discrimination, have rights to selfdetermination, and are equalto Jtt otner'pedples, while
reognizing their right to be different and to be respected as such;

Recognizing that universal human rights instruments induding the rights of indigenous peoples
worldwide, including those of lnuit are still not fully acknowledged norlmplementeC and inuit must
continue to work alongside others to achieve the goal of full recognition 6f lnuit rights;
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Noting the recent increased developments at the intemational level affecting lnuit and the rapid and
exponentialgrowth of interest and ertemal activity in the Arctic by powerful states, industry,
researchers, and special interests over the past four years will undoubtedly continue and will require
considerable atention and vigilance ftom ICC into the next four years;

Recognizing the disaster unfolding from off-shore drilling in the Gulf of Mexico and further recognizing
the fragility of the Arctic environment and how any significant oil spill would be catastrophic for lnuit
and finally that resource extrac{ion industries are increasingly aiming to exploit ofbhore and onshore
resource development;

Observing Arc'tic change, including the melting of ice in the Inuit horneland, with significant @ncern
and measured fear and Knowing that lnuit have a history of finding resources within their
communities and elsewhere to adapt and meet challenges, created by change, successfully;

Observing that influential states, industry, and agencies are increasingly interested in the utilization of
the Arctic marine environment and its associated resources;

Recognizing that lnuit, as a marine indigenous people living in vast areas of the Arctic, including
Arctic coasts, have rights associated with managing the Arctic marine environment for present and
firture generations, with marine steurardship responsibilities for all humankind;

Recalling the faunch of the Crhcumplarlnuit Declarction on Sovereignty in the Arclic in April200g,
which Inuit leaders began to develop at the lnuit Leaders Summit held in Kuujjuaq in October 20o8,
and which in a spirit of collaboration and respect describes how the sovereign rights of lnuit are to be
implemented;

Reminding ourselves that lnuit have generated much sucoess by working collaboratively with others,
including those with knorledge systems different from ours, and by contributing to the work of
intemational and Arctic-wide research, as urell as bodies such as the United Nations and the Arctic
Council, while at the same time remaining true to our own knorvledge systems and promoting our
rights;

Noting that in spite of significantly increased activity in the Arctic, for lnuit there remains a woeful lack
of north-to-north communications infrastructure and hansportation connections between lnuit
communities;

ilindful that challenges identified by lnuit who gathered together in the early ICC General Assemblies
continue to have political, economic, environmental, social, and cultural dimensions and that ICC was
mandated to put lnuit issues, conoerns, and rights at the centre of Arctic policy and decision making;

Thanking the citizens of Nuuk and of all Greenlard for beirq kind and gracious hosts of this I 1u' ICC
General Assembly;

Hereby:

1. Welcome and Adoptthe ICC Report on Adivities 2006 - 2010;

2. Recognize the value of reports and presentations made, and discussions held, by lnuit at
this 11ft ICG GeneralAssembly;
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3. Encourage all lnuit, in the spirit of the theme of the 11t' ICC General Assembly, to share
theirlife's experience€ and lnuit knodedge with each other and with those wtr6 tive beyond
the circumpolar region;

4. lnstruct ICC to continue to use the Arc{ic Council as a key arena to further the intErests of
lnuit and, while working cooperatively wtth others in the Council, be vigilant about
maintaining and strengthening the unique role of ICC as a permanent participant in the
Arctic Council;

5. lnstruct IGC to call upon memberg and permanent participants of the Arctic Council to
rstate their individual and collective commitment to the Arctic Council as the central forum
for intemational cooperation in the Arctic; and that Arctic stiates include lnuit in all bi-lateral
and multi{ateral meetings of importance to lnuit, and to do so with the same direct and
meaningful manner as at the Arctic Council;

6. Directthe neur executive council to analyze the UI\J Dectaration on the Rigfrfs of
lndigenous Peoples in the context of lnuit and their cunent respective situltions, and to
bring forward these findings to the international, national, regional, and local communities;

7. Encourage all lnuit to leam about the IJN Dedaration on the Righfs of lndigenous peoples,
and how it applies to them and their situation;

8. Direct ICC to strongly encoumge allArctic states to fully implement the provisions of the
UN D*lantion on the Rghfs of lndigenous peoples:

9. Direct ICC to strongly encourage all Arctic states to fully implement the provisions of the
UN Convention on the Righfs of the Child;

10. mandate ICC to meaningfully engage children, youth and elders in the work of ICC;

11. Mandate lCC, in the context of the Circumptar lnuit Declaration on Sovereigrrty in the
Arctic, to work diligently on promoting the interests, rights, and concerns of lnuit with
respect to governance across the circumpolar region, and Ask ICC to insistthatArctic
governments treat the lnuit homeland as an integralwhole as it pertains to policies and
programs targeting the Arctic;

12. lrctruct ICC to engage in formaldiscussions on addressing key issues raised in the
Circumpolar lnuit Declantion on Sovereignty in the Arcticwith Russia, USA, Canada, and
Denmark;

13. Encourage the ICC leadership to engage in discussions with UN member states that are
interested in Arctic matters in order to educate them of our rights and interests and to
engage in partnerships where merited;

14. Strongly encourage ICC to increasingly initiate consultations with regional state bodies
and unions such as the European Union, the Organization of American States, and the Cr-
20 countries so that they more fully take into acoount our rights and irrterests in their policy-
making and activities;

15. lnstruct ICC to speak out forcefully on lnuit rights to manage living resources and
proactively inform others of our way of life and of our methods of plaeticing sustainable
utilization and development;
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16. Support lnuit hunters in their struggle to adapt to the neur Arctic, and Ask IGC to fight
unethical and unfair trade restrictions placed on our own products including the unjust
European Union ac'tion to ban seal and other marine mammal products;

17. Urge ICC to enter into discussions with lnuit hunters through national lnuit organizations
and, wlrere appropriate, through their regional{evd entities, on developing intemational
sustainability covenants that both strengthen and promote the rights of lnuit to use
resouroes in a wise and prudent manner;

18. lnstruct ICC to promote the redefinition of hunting activities and use of renerrable
resources by lnuit as a profession within all international human rights fora;

19. Urge members of the ICC executive councilto keep environmentalstewardship of the Inuit
homeland amongst their key priorities through 2010 - 2014 and especially with the goal of
promoting a healthy and abundant source of renervable resources for lnuit of tomonow;

20. lnstruct lCC, as a matter of urgency, to plan and facilitate an Inuit leaders' summit on
resour@ development with the aim of developling a common circumpolar lnuit position on
environmental, economic, social and cultural assessment processes and, as a firsil order of
business, raise funds for such a summil;

21. Encourage ICC to contribute to activities that incorporate lnuit knowledge and wetern
science into action and decision-making in theArctic, such as the 2012 lntemational Polar
Year conferen@, From Knowledgeto Adion, and others;

22. Mandate ICC to address the growing opportunity for lnuit to meaningfully engage in Arctic
science and research, and at the same time play a role in promoting ethical and
responsible research practices that stress the importance of bringing knowledge back to
lnuit communities;

23. Recognize the efforts by ICC Greenland to establish an lnuit Centerfor lntemational
Understanding that will focus on human rights, in particular the implementation of the UN
Dedaration on the Rights of lndigenous Peoples, as well as fostedng linkages to
universities and centers of learning at home and abroad;

24. Recognize the efforts of Canadian lnuit having established the lnuit Knontledge Centre to
support and encourage lnuit leadership of research being done in lnuit homelands from all
sources in collaboration with all Canadian lnuit regions;

25, illandate ICC to work with circumpolar and national partners towards the development of a
strategy to implement the proper integration of cornmunity-based monitoring and research
(CBM/R) into research activities in the Arctic;

26. Recognhe that the lnuit language is a critical component of lnuit identity that must be
promoted and Mandate ICC to strongly advocate for the implementation of the
recommendations emanating from the Arctic Indigenous Languages Symposium held in
2008;

27. Mandate ICG to promote educational exchanges, sharing of best educational practices,
and host a summit of experts and prac$tioners across the circumpolar Arctic to help eacft
other develop and improve upon culturally-appropriate curiculum, and to develop further
recommendations;
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28. Mandate ICC to work with lnuit media companies and organizations to promote the sharing
of information, the development of pan-Arctic and lnuit communications initiatives, and the
existing and developing lnuit-specfic television, radio, social media and lnternet proiects
that promote increasing lnuit to lnuit communication and interaction;

29. Mandate ICC to continuously communicate its work and results of its activities to lnuit
through media and other communications channels;

30. Direct ICC to use the firdings, and build upon the work, of past lnuit land use and
occupancy studies and similar research to effectively and proactively respond to the
increasing u$e by others of lnuit sea ice, waters, and coastalzones;

gt. Mandate the ICC executive council to begin an ICC archival initiative that will gather
together important documents and records fom each of the four ICG offices and other
bodies and institutions, making them available to lnuit and other scholars in a responsible,
professional, and state of the art fashion, thereby assisting in leaming about, and
highlighting achievements ol ICC and others dedicated to transnational Inuit unity and
cooperative lnuit policy-making;

32. lnstruct ICC to develop a clearinghouse that will help record and protect traditional
knowledge of lnuit and facilitate information exchange between lnuit of the circumpolar
region;

33. Itandate the ICC executive council to be actively involved in promoting the implementation
of the recommendations of the Arctic Marine Shipping Assessment (AMSA), especiatly
those provisions that aim to protect lnuil seas and coastal zones;

34. lnstruct ICC to express its resolve that nation states recognize lnuit rights and
responsibilities in relation to lnuit waters, seas and passages, that lnuit have used ftom
time immemorial;

35. Recognlze that lnuit well being is paramount, and lnstructs lCC, to pursue a set of the
highest environmental standards and controls that will prevent any gpe of damage on lnuit
waters,

36. Direct ICC to advance lnuit health and well-being by implenrenting the 2010-2014
Gircumpolar lnuit Health Strategy by promoting stategic initiatives throughout the lnuit
world focusing on the well-being of lnuit families and other lnuit health priorities in
partnership with national, circumpolar, and international partners;

37. lnstruct ICC to increase its knorledge of lnuil health and well-being issues, and to
promote these issues through relevant bodies such as the Arctic Council, UN Permanent
Forum on Indigenous lssues, the Wodd Health Organization, and the Food and Agricultural
Organization;

38. Address the negative impact on lnuit food securig brought on by the effects of
contaminants, climate change, and regulatory decisions taken by others on polar bears,
seals, and other mammals and Urge ICG to incorporate lnuitfood securtg issues into its
work on health, nutritious foods, sustainable utilization of wildlife, contaminants, biological
diversity, and climate change;

39. ilandate ICC to continue to pursue allavailable avenues to combat human-induced
climate change, and to develop ways to adapt to the new Arctic reality including insisting
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on the inclusion of Arctic lnuit communities in the proposed 20 billion dollar intemational
climate change adaptation fund;

+0. lnstruct ICC to maintain its international, national, and regional efforts to reduce the
worldwide emissions of c,ontaminants that end up in the Arctic and negatively affect lnuit,
and engage in activities that advance and shengthen the provisions of international
instruments such as the global Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants, the
lntemationalAgreement on Mercury Pollution (cunently under negotiation), the Convention
on the Prevention of Marine Polh.rtion by Dumping of Wastes and Other Matter;

4i. Mandate ICC to promote state of the art environmental and social impac;t assessment
processes in each of the lnuit regions, especially with regard to projed development in the
resour@s sector, and to insist that civil society and indigenous peoples' organizations be
given sufficient time, adequate resources, and full disclosure so they can provide essential
input to these processes, and taking into account the provisions of the UN Declaration on
the Rights of lndigenous Peoples and the ILO Indigenous and Tribal Peoples Convention
169;

q2. lnstruct ICC to promote economic development polics based on the principles of the UN

Declaration on the Rights of lndigenous Peoples, including the principle of free, prior and
informed consent, the right to fair, impartial and open pro@sses, and the right of lnuit to
participate in the decision-making process in regards to economic development and use of
lnuit lands, seas, tenitories and resources;

43. Remind others that sound development of non-rene$rable resources in Arctic lands,
tenitories and seas requires that lnuit be educated and trained to participate significantly in
the ownership, management, and employment associated with those initiatives, and that
royalties and other revenues derived ftom resource developnent be shared equitably with
lnuit;

44. lnstruct ICC to engage in activities that promote the protection of lnuit intellectual property
and cultural heritage and do so in bodies such as the World lntellectual Property
Organization (WPO), among others;

4s. lnsfuct ICC to put lnuit concerns and rights ftont and centre in allwork on biological
diversity and related a@ess and benefit sharing of resources of which lnuit own or have a
right to use;

46. Request the ICC Executive Council to facilitate strengthening of ties between Chukotkan
lnuit communities and Inuit communities in Alaska, Canada and Greenland;

az. Mandate ICC to rememberthe unique situation of the lnuit (Yupik) of Chukotka, and the
difftcultieswith whicfr they contend, and Urge ICC to plan practical projects with them that
have lasting benefits and celebrate lnuit unity;

48. Urge ICC to continue to explore ways in which a strong ICC Chukotka office can be
strengthened and maintained in a sustainable mannec

49. lnstruct ICC to strongly advocate for the implementation of the Moscow Dec:laration

emanating from the Arctic Leaders Summit held in Moscow, Russia during Aptil 2010;

s0. Direct ICC to continue to participate in intemational bodies such as the Convention on the
lnternational Trade of Endangered Species (CITES), the World Conservation Union
(IUCN), the lnternational WTaling Commission (lWC), the North Atlantic Marine Mammal
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The Chair and Executive Council of
2010 Declaration was unanimously
lnuit Circumpolar Council on I July

the lnuit Circumpolar Counci
passed delegates at the 11

I hereby confirm that
b GeneralAssembly

Commission (NAMMCO), and theWorld Trade Organization (WfO) to defend and promote
the right of lnuit to harvest marine mammals and to trade their product on a sustainable
basis;

51. lnstruct each ICC office to be financially prudent and to share the work required to
implement ICC mandates through regular inter-office communications and tolbctive
strategic flanning;

52. lnstruct each ICG office to re.ne\i, its efforts to secure additional financial support from
public and private sources;

53. Strongly Remind ICC to engage in international efforts with the aim of making a locallp
felt impact forthe benefit of Inuit; and

54. lnstruct ICC to plan and implement a pan-Arctic lnuit leaders'summit in2012, the theme
of which will be chosen by the incoming ICC executive council guided by both this
Declaration and unforeseen issues of great importance to lnuit inat may present
themselves early in the new Syear mandate of lCC.

the Nuuk
of the

Jim Stotts, Chair

Edward ltta
Vice-Clair, Alaska

Executive Council Member, Alaska

Tatiana,
Mce-Ghair, Chukotka

Mce-Chair, Canada

L rd4_(f,
Molet Ford
Executive Council Member, Canada

Aqqaluk
Vice-Chair, Greenland

ft, A.^'UAr*
Elvira Tyunikova
Executive Council Member, Chukotka

CadChristian Olsen
Executive Council Member, Greenland

7


